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Across our school  community ,  i t  is  fantast ic  to see so many chi ldren taking real
responsibi l i ty  for  the l i fe  of  the school .  Our Menta l  Heal th Ambassadors cont inue to
support  pupi ls  each day at  break and luncht ime ,  whi le  the School  Counci l  are doing a
wonderful  job running the outdoor reading area for  anyone who would l ike a  quiet
moment wi th a  book.  They are a lso leading the recrui tment  of  our  new P layground
Leaders and are current ly  interviewing pupi ls  for  the ro le themselves .  Those selected
wi l l  then be t ra ined by a coach to help organise games and act iv i t ies  at  p layt ime and
luncht ime.  I t  is  a lways impressive to see how conf ident ly  our  chi ldren step into
these roles and how ser iously  they take the responsibi l i ty  of  looking af ter  one
another .
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13TH MARCH 2026 Key Dates

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS,

Last day of school is
Thursday 2  Aprilnd

Please see your fridge
letter for other dates 

Adam Bucker idge
Headteacher
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Before the hal f  term
hol iday ,  the whole school
part ic ipated in a  non-
school  uni form day to
support  the North Devon
food bank.  We were
blown away with the
amount of  donat ions
brought  in on the day
and want  to say a
massive thank you to
everyone who brought
something in .  Your
generosi ty  has benef i t ted
our local  community and
has helped lots  of
fami l ies-  thank you!

FOOD BANK DONATIONS

Last  hal f  term the year  2  chi ldren choreographed a dance represent ing the events
of  the Great  F i re of  London.  At  the end of  the uni t ,  the chi ldren performed to the
other  c lass .  Their  dances were very imaginat ive and were performed with
conf idence.  The chi ldren enjoyed performing to and cheer ing on their  peers !  

YEAR 2 GREAT FIRE OF LONDON DANCE
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Year 6 recent ly  went  on their
geography f ie ldwork t r ip  to
Bideford High Street ,  where
they carr ied out  a  survey of  the
local  shops .  The chi ldren
careful ly  categor ised the
di f ferent  types of  businesses
they saw and recorded how
many premises were in use and
how many were vacant .  This
act iv i ty  helped them develop
their  understanding of  how land
is  used in a  town centre and
how high streets  can change
over t ime.  The pupi ls
represented the school
wonderful ly  wi th their
enthusiasm and excel lent
behaviour throughout  the v is i t .  

YEAR 6 GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK

We would a lso l ike to extend a s incere thank you
to the parent  volunteers  who kindly gave their
t ime to support  the t r ip—your help made this
valuable learning exper ience possib le .

Please make sure your
child does not bring toys
into school. Toys can easily
be lost and can distract
from learning.  Thank you
for helping us keep the
focus on learning.

Please can we also remind
you that bikes and
scooters should not be
ridden on school premises
to make sure that we keep
everyone safe.
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Year 5  had the exci t ing opportuni ty  to take part  in  a  Taiko drum workshop.  The
chi ldren thoroughly enjoyed get t ing involved and learning how to p lay these
impressive Japanese drums.

Taiko drumming is  known for  i ts  thunderous sound and energet ic  s ty le .  The
performances combine powerful  rhythms with athlet ic ,  choreographed movements ,
making i t  both a musica l  and physica l  exper ience.  As the chi ldren discovered ,
Taiko is  a lso a  s t rong cul tura l  symbol  that  represents  disc ip l ine ,  teamwork and
energy .

YEAR 5 TAIKO DRUMS

Our Year  5  pupi ls  rose br i l l iant ly  to the
chal lenge.  They l is tened careful ly ,
pract ised the rhythms with
determinat ion and worked together  to
create powerful  performances .  I t  was
wonderful  to see their  conf idence grow
as they mastered the techniques .

The workshop ended with a  specia l
performance where the chi ldren proudly
demonstrated what  they had learnt  to
their  adul ts .  They were incredibly
exci ted to showcase their  new ski l ls .
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YEAR 4 ROMAN HISTORY DAY
Year 4  had an exci t ing and immersive History Day to enr ich their  learning about  the
Roman Empire .  The chi ldren took part  in  a  dramat ic  re-enactment of  the at tempted
invasion of  Br i ta in by Ju l ius Caesar ,  fo l lowed by the successful  invasion led by
Emperor Claudius .

Our Coconut  Crab c lassroom was t ransformed into a  Roman museum,  where the
chi ldren became histor ians .  They careful ly  examined a range of  Roman artefacts ,
cata loguing them by sketching each i tem and recording the mater ia ls  they were made
from and what  they might  have been used for .

The chi ldren a lso had the opportuni ty  to dress
up in Roman c lothing and armour ,  which helped
bring their  learning to l i fe .  In  the af ternoon ,
they showed their  creat iv i ty  by designing and
making their  own mosaics  using colourfu l
gemstones .

I t  was a  fantast ic  day of  hands-on learning ,  and
the chi ldren had a wonderful  t ime explor ing l i fe
in Roman Br i ta in .
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YEAR 4 DENTIST VISIT
Year 4  have been very lucky to have a couple of
exci t ing v is i tors  this  hal f  term.  At  the beginning
of  the term,  a  dent is t  came to v is i t  us  and help us
understand about  tooth decay and how we can
protect  our  teeth .  The chi ldren took part  in  an
act iv i ty  where they chewed a disc losing tablet
wi th ident i f ied which parts  of  their  teeth they
were miss ing when they brushed.  The dent is t  was
very impressed with the chi ldren 's  knowledge
surrounding tooth decay and how they used their
sc ient i f ic  exper iment  to expla in i t .

Another  v is i tor  we had was Asda Pete .  He bought
a long a number of  exci t ing new frui ts  for  the
chi ldren to t ry .  Pete expla ined where the f rui ts
came from which helped us wi th our geography
topic  '  where do we get  our  food f rom? '

S C H O O L  C O U N C I L  U P D A T E

The School  Counci l  have decided to take a proact ive ro le in our luncht imes .  They
posed an opt ion of  forming a team of  responsib le 'Luncht ime Monitors '  to  help other
chi ldren at  lunch t ime ,  making the school  hal l  a  ca lmer and c leaner p lace that
everyone can enjoy .  For  the past  week ,  the school  counci l lors  have been extremely
busy interviewing chi ldren in years  4 ,  5  and 6 and wi l l  soon be shar ing which chi ldren
have been successful !  We know that  these pupi ls ,  wi th help f rom their  school  counci l ,
wi l l  make our school  even more amazing!
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Mascot adventures 
Thank you so much E ls ie  for
your lovely photos of  Pete
( the parasi t ic  louse) .   He
looks l ike he had lots  of  fun
at  the park .   

Remember i f  you ’ re  lucky
enough to take a mascot
home,  p lease can you send
in your photos .   Thank you!

As part  of  our  sc ience topic  ‘p lants  and seasons ’ ,  year  1  chi ldren have
been busy ident i fy ing and label l ing parts  of  p lants .  As part  of  our
invest igat ions ,  we have observed plants  and ident i f ied that  even though
they may look di f ferent ,  they a l l  have roots ,  s tem,  leaves and f lowers .
We ’ re looking forward to our t r ip  to the woodland c l in ic  on the af ternoon
of  March 23rd to observe s igns of  spr ing and see how many plants  we can
ident i fy .  I f  you ’d l ike to come and jo in us ,  p lease speak to Miss Carpenter
of  Miss Hewit t .
 

YEAR 1  SCIENCE
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RECEPTION IN THE GARDEN As part  of  our  topic  ' In  the garden ' ,  Recept ion
chi ldren have been learning a l l  about  how to take
care of  the natura l  wor ld around us .  We have been
descr ibing the basic  features of  p lants  and animals ,
explor ing plants  in surrounding natura l
environments and observing weather  and seasonal
changes .  Par t icular  highl ights  have been ,  going on a
'p lant  hunt '  around the school  grounds ,  drawing and
label l ing p lants  and engaging in imaginat ive p lay in
our ro le p lay garden centre!
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Why is attendance important?

YEAR 3 VIKING DAY
Year 3  have enjoyed an exci t ing Vik ing workshop this  week!  They stepped back in
t ime to learn about  l i fe  in the Vik ing Age.  They became Viking craf tspeople by making
a decorat ive brooch ,  s imi lar  to those worn on specia l  occasions to fasten c lothing and
display s tatus .   The workshop a lso introduced them to Vik ing mythology ,  inc luding the
legendary Midgard Serpent .  They used their  imaginat ions to create chalk  ar twork
based on what  they thought  i t  would have looked l ike!  To f in ish the day ,  they learned
how Vikings used archery and discovered how a s l ing works as  a  hunt ing and bat t le
tool  -  even pract is ing the techniques themselves!

I t  was a  fantast ic  exper ience that  brought  our  his tory learning to l i fe  and gave the
chi ldren a deeper understanding of  Vik ing cul ture .
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We love
world book

day!
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